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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I want to take a moment to thank you for your tremendous support and 
involvement, your cards, letters, emails and phone calls to my office, your 
participation in rallies, personal meetings, and in-person, virtual and 
telephone town halls. It has been a true honor to represent you. 

This will be my last mailed newsletter to you as your 17th District state 
representative. Recently, the Washington State Redistricting Commission 
redrew legislative district lines. The new boundaries put my home 
residence outside of the 17th District. I will not be returning to the state 
Legislature next year.

We concluded a 60-day legislative session on March 10. It has been a 
challenging two years as COVID restrictions have limited our ability to 
vote in person on the House floor. Some of those restrictions were eased 
in the last two weeks of the session, but not enough to allow me to have 
access to the House floor. I participated in the sessions, both last year and 
this year, virtually. Unfortunately, because we were not meeting in person 
in committees, it created a more partisan atmosphere in which minority 
Republicans, like myself, and many citizens, like yourself, were largely 
shut out of the process.

For example, during a time of the highest inflation in decades, the 
majority party voted to spend to record levels without giving any 
meaningful relief for taxpayers. They broke a long-standing tradition of 
bipartisan transportation planning and passed an expensive partisan 
transportation package that is mostly Seattle-centric, while leaving out the 
rest of the state.

As we were trying to ensure free, fair, and honest elections, the governor 
proposed to penalize our free speech if we spoke out. During a public 
safety crisis and a time of increased crime, majority Democrats voted to 
decrease criminal sentences, and attacked the Second Amendment and 
the ability for law-abiding gunowners to defend themselves.

Nevertheless, as one of the most conservative legislators in the state, I 
fought hard to protect and represent your values. I invite you to read about 
our wins and losses in this 2022 Legislative Review.

Best regards, 

Vicki Kraft
State Representative, 17th Legislative District

“It’s an important duty to protect 
and represent your values in 

Olympia. Thank you for allowing 
me to serve as your 17th District 

state representative.”
Rep. Vicki Kraft
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Gov. Inslee’s COVID-19 vaccination 
mandate forced more than 1,800 state 

workers to be fired, resign, or retire, 
including many snow plow drivers, 

which led to days of closures this past 
winter on Washington’s mountain 

passes. I opposed the COVID-19 
vaccination mandates and offered 

legislation to protect those who did not 
want to be vaccinated.

I fought to protect your constitutional rights, especially those under attack.

• First Amendment: An attack on free speech

 After attending a cybersecurity forum to learn more about how to ensure 
the highest integrity in our election process, Gov. Inslee went on the attack 
against our free speech rights through Senate Bill 5843. The measure 
would have made it a gross misdemeanor, punishable by up to 364 days in 
jail – for public officials and candidates to knowingly make false statements 
regarding the election process or election results.

 Even the media recognizes the danger of this type of legislation. The 
Columbian wrote, “Allowing the state to determine what is false and 
what is likely to incite or cause lawlessness creates a slippery slope for 
democracy and the marketplace of ideas.” The Seattle Times added, “His 
proposal. . .is a clear threat to free speech and must not move forward.” 
Fortunately, the bill died in the Senate.

• Second Amendment: An attack on our gun rights

 The old slogan, “When guns are outlawed, only outlaws will have guns,” 
rings true with these anti-gun bills I opposed, which were passed by 
majority Democrats:

• Senate Bill 5078 bans firearm magazines that hold more than 10 rounds.

• House Bill 1705 bans hobbyists and gun enthusiasts from assembling 
and building their own firearms from certain parts.

• House Bill 1630 bans open carry of firearms in buildings where local 
governments or school boards/directors hold meetings or hearings, and 
in election-related facilities.

Emergency powers reform and protecting your health care choices
Gov. Inslee first enacted his emergency power 

proclamation on Feb. 28, 2020, meaning we have 
been under that order and his dictatorial decrees 
for more than two years. I was among the first 
lawmakers to call for a return to balance of power 
through an emergency powers reform measure I 
authored. House Bill 1381 would have limited the 
governor’s emergency powers to 14 days after a state 
of emergency proclamation, unless extended by the 
Legislature from a two-thirds vote in both the House 
and Senate.

Unfortunately, the majority party refused to pass 
significant emergency powers reform legislation. 
Watered-down Democrat majority legislation, Senate 
Bill 5909, that didn’t do much came up for a vote 
in the House. However, when we went to debate 
this bill, the majority party pulled it down after 
about 20 minutes of debate and then blamed House 

Republicans for killing the bill. This proves they had 
no interest in addressing or fixing this issue.

I’m also concerned the governor has stubbornly 
refused to drop the vaccination mandate for state 
employees. Again, I led the way for freedom of health 
care choices through two bills I introduced:

• House Bill 1305 would allow individuals the right to 
refuse any vaccination or related health measure, so 
that you control what goes into your own body, not 
the government nor the governor.

• House Bill 2065 would allow health care 
providers to prescribe known remedies and 
treatments for patients with COVID-19, such as 
hydroxychloroquine and ivermectin.

Majority Democrats refused to give either bill a 
hearing.

Standing up for your constitutional rights

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5843&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5078&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1705&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1630&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1305&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2065&Initiative=false&Year=2021
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The supplemental operating budget boosts spending 
to a record $65 billion, essentially doubling the state 
budget in less than a decade, does nothing to strengthen 
the rainy-day fund, and leaves a paltry end balance 
of $212 million. I was one of many Republicans 
who offered legislation to provide tax relief to 
employers and supported reducing the state sales 
tax and cutting property taxes. Despite a historic 
$15 billion budget surplus and high inflation, 
Democrats provided NO meaningful tax relief in the 
supplemental operating budget. I voted against this 
budget.

The supplemental transportation budget provides 
$11.6 billion for highways, ferries, bridges, public 
airports, rail, as well as motor vehicle registration 
and enforcement. I co-sponsored legislation that 
would have provided $300,000 to study a third bridge 
option across the Columbia River, but majority 
Democrats blocked that bill.

Instead, they moved forward to pass a separate, 
partisan transportation package that spends $16.8 
billion on electric ferries, transit, and bicycle paths in 
the Puget Sound, but largely ignores transportation 
needs for the rest of the state.

Kraft bills seek school choice, election integrity, tax relief 

The priorities of our friends and neighbors across the 
17th District are reflected in the bills I have introduced, 
many of which you and other citizens have brought to 
me. Here’s a look at some of those bills: 

• House Bill 2042 – Establishing the K-12 education 
scholarship program. Similar to House Bill 1215, 
which I introduced last session, but includes 
additional language to protect faith-based educators 
and their choice of curriculum if they receive these 
scholarship funds. Surveys show as many as 69% of 
parents say they support school choice. 

• House Bill 2115 – Improving election integrity, 
security, and accountability. Under this bill, a 
forensic audit would be required for general elections. 
Forensic images must be captured before and after 
each election, all election data must be retained for 

22 months and available for public inspection, and 
strong checks and balances are incorporated into the 
state’s election process using a state audit board made 
up of people from across the state, including the state 
auditor. This bill would restore truth, accuracy, and 
integrity to our elections. 

• House Bill 2114 – Supporting entrepreneurship and 
start-up businesses. The past two years of COVID-19 
shutdowns were devastating on small businesses. To 
encourage new business and economic development 
for our state, I introduced legislation to provide 
business and occupation (B&O) tax relief for a 
start-up business during its first two years. This would 
help them keep more of their money to be able to 
reinvest and grow their business. 

• House Bill 2067 – Concerning the allocation of 
water for farm land. This legislation would address 
the difficulty local family farmers are experiencing 
because of our state’s current water rights permitting 
process. 

• House Bill 2043 – Bigger fines against sex 
traffickers. Would add a mandatory fee of at least 
$3,500 up to $7,500 to the end user who is convicted of 
sexual exploitation of children. 

These are all good, common-sense bills. However, 
majority Democrats kept them from advancing.

Supplemental budgets spend record amounts, but no tax relief

Many thanks to those of 
you who attended my 

recent town hall meeting 
in WSU Vancouver. We 
had a robust discussion 
about issues of the 2022 

legislative session. I 
appreciated your input. 
[Photo by Rick Bannan 

for The Reflector.]

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2042&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2115&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2114&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2067&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2043&Year=2021&Initiative=false
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Long-term care insurance 
program and tax delayed 

In 2019, majority Democrats adopted a new 
long-term care insurance program and payroll 
tax that was to have taken effect this past January. 
Republicans opposed it. We knew we were on the 
right side of this issue when nearly 63% of voters 
said the legislation should be repealed through 
Advisory Vote No. 20 in 2019. Democrats realized 
last summer the unpopularity of the program when 
employers, employees and the news media pointed 

out the inequities of the 
plan and its insolvency. I 
supported full repeal of this 
socialist program. Instead, 
legislation was passed in 
January to delay the tax 
collections until July 2023. 
The government should not 
be implementing this type of 
program at all. 

Ensuring safer neighborhoods
Crime is up significantly across our state after 

Democrats handcuffed law enforcement officers' 
ability to do their jobs through anti-police 
legislation passed last year. Fortunately, we have 
been able to roll back some of those bad policies, 
but the legislation that passed this year still did not 
go far enough to allow police officers to fully keep 
our streets safe. 

This year, the Legislature passed and I supported 
House Bill 2037 that clarifies when an officer can 
use physical force. We also passed House Bill 1719  
that reverses a ban on less lethal and certain 
calibers of ammunition. Plus, legislation was 
passed that says when an officer can intervene and 
use force if necessary, if a person is experiencing 
a mental health crisis. Unfortunately, Democrats 
stopped our efforts to pass a measure that would 
have allowed officers to engage in vehicular pursuits 
when there is reasonable suspicion a person in the 
vehicle has committed a criminal offense.

Visit my website: 
RepresentativeVickiKraft.com 
Watch videos, listen to radio 
interviews, learn more about my 
bills and how I am working for you.

Learn about the Legislature:  
leg.wa.gov

Call the Legislative Hotline: 
1-800-562-6000

Watch previous floor and committee 
action, and related Capitol Campus 
news on TVW: TVW.org

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2037&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1719&Initiative=false&Year=2021

