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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As a state legislator, I am mindful that it’s my constituents who sent me to 
Olympia to represent their values. Listening to what concerns you the most helps 
me focus on public policy that benefits our district and the state.

The 2018 session produced mixed results. There were several difficult debates 
this session, including discussions on the state’s 2018 supplemental operating 
budget. 

There are certainly some things to note about this budget, including the more 
than $776 million allocated to boost K-12 teacher and staff salaries. Along with 
this, there were big disappointments – including the lack of meaningful relief for 
property taxes in 2018. 

In this newsletter, I’ll share some of the highlights and disappointments of 
this intense and challenging session. If you have any questions, comments or 
concerns about state government or the policies discussed in this newsletter, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you for allowing me to represent you in Olympia. 

Sincerely,

Vicki Kraft
State Representative 
17th Legislative District

“It’s an important duty to protect 
and represent your values in 

Olympia. Thank you for allowing 
me to serve as your 17th District 

state representative.”

Helpful links you can access through your computer, smart phone or tablet

RepresentativeVickiKraft.com | Here you will find my contact 
information, bio, news releases, email updates, videos, opinion pieces, 
bills and other information. 
Leg.wa.gov | You can find bill reports, committee agendas and 
information about upcoming activities in the Legislature here. 
tvw.org | The state’s own version of C-SPAN, TVW broadcasts floor and 
committee action live online. 
Fiscal.wa.gov | Interactive fiscal reports, project maps, budget bills and 
documents. 
Legislative Hotline | (800) 562-6000
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BIENNIAL STATE SPENDING FOR OPERATIONAL 
BUDGET PROGRAMS 

Near General Fund-State + Opportunity Pathways Accounts*

With new revenue coming in, why 
are some lawmakers asking for 
more?

In February, the Washington State 
Economic and Revenue Forecast Council 
reported the General Fund-State (GF-S) 
revenue forecast had increased by $1.2 
billion for the 2017-19 budget cycle, and by 
$1.1 billion for the 2019-21 budget cycle.

With this new revenue money coming in, 
many people are wondering why some 

lawmakers are asking for more. Instead of asking for more, 
lawmakers need to find ways to return some of that money back 
to people’s pockets. I will continue to voice the importance of 
making this a reality in Olympia.

Property tax relief 
This year, I co-sponsored a bill that would have provided a refund 
to property tax owners who already paid all or a portion of their 
property taxes in 2018. 

Disappointingly, the majority party set aside bills that would have 
provided meaningful relief on property taxes this year. Instead, 
the approved budget gives just 30 cents for every $1,000 of 
assessed value in tax relief, for one year only (2019). For the 
average $300,000 home, that is approximately $90 in savings. 
More should have been done to offset these taxes for you now.

The 2018 supplemental operating budget increased state 
spending by $1.2 billion in the 2017-19 biennium, and another 
$600 million in the 2019-21 biennium.  

Supplemental operating budget Raiding the state’s rainy day fund
With the state expected to receive billions in unexpected 
revenue, the majority party seems intent on spending all of 
it, and then some. This year, lawmakers used an unusual 
budget maneuver to circumvent the three-fifths majority 
approval requirement to spend the money in the state’s 
Budget Stabilization Account, also known as the “rainy day 
fund.”

The final budget deal spends all but 
$103 million out of a projected $50.4 
billion budget in 2021, and fails to 
set aside an adequate reserve for 
emergencies. This is risky and it 
could come back to bite us if another economic downturn 
occurs.

The lack of real property tax relief, raiding the rainy day fund 
and circumventing state law to spend more are just a few 
of the reasons I voted “no” on the supplemental operating 
budget this year. Individuals and families must live within 
their means, and so should the state. 

 

Supplemental transportation 
budget 
The 2018 supplemental 
transportation budget included a 
key change for the I-5 Discovery 
Corridor. The budget allocates 
$500,000 to expand the I-5 
interchange at Northeast 179th Street in Vancouver. This is good 
news for our communities!  

Wins in 2018 session 
 ✔ Capital gains income tax defeated.
 ✔ Carbon tax defeated.
 ✔ Solution for Hirst signed into law. 
 ✔ Capital budget approved. 
 ✔ Steps taken to address our state’s opioid crisis.

No carbon tax!
The carbon tax and its costly burdens on families and businesses 
was defeated this session. This tax would have been paid for by 
individuals and households in higher prices at the gas pump and 
in their utility bills. This tax would have made it even harder to 
make ends meet. The defeat of this measure is good news for 
our state’s economy and our pocketbooks. 

Dollars in billions
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No capital gains income tax!
With more revenue coming to the state, some lawmakers still 
have not lost their appetite for more taxes. Another proposal to 
tax income through implementing a capital gains income tax was 
proposed. I stood strong with my colleagues to oppose this bill 
and we were able to defeat it this session.

Disappointments in 2018
 ✔ No real property tax relief in 2018.
 ✔ No bill to clarify the prohibition of local income tax.
 ✔ Amendment providing $30 million in funding to place 

school resource officers at every K-12 public school to 
help protect students was defeated. 

 ✔ Amendment providing retired teachers a 3 percent cost  
of living adjustment increase was defeated.

Going beyond McCleary
Since the state Supreme Court’s 2012 McCleary mandate, tax 

dollars invested in our 
schools have nearly 
doubled.

Now it’s time to 
go beyond the 
McCleary decision. 
With the systematic 
restructure of 
the state’s basic 
education funding 

system, we need to shift the conversation to the effective use of 
education dollars and improving student outcomes. 

Open government
The Legislative Public Records Act, Senate Bill 6617, was actually 
an attempt to make more legislative records available to the public. 
Hurried through the legislative process, the bill’s passage made 
headlines across the state.

Although the bill passed the Senate and House with strong 
bipartisan support, I was one of only a handful of “no” votes. I voted 
against the measure because I’m accountable to the public. The bill 
process did not allow enough time and due process for public input 
along with open debate on the policy.

I have long been a champion of open government. In the coming 
session, I will continue to work with my colleagues in the House and 
Senate on this important public policy issue.  

School safety 
Immediate steps need to be taken to keep children safe in 
school. That’s why I supported an amendment to provide 
$30 million for additional school resource officers (SROs) in 
Washington’s K-12 public schools this year. I was extremely 
disappointed the amendment did not pass. We must to do better 
for our children. Funding SROs is an immediate way to increase 
security. $30 million is a small appropriation request in a very 
large budget and could be easily funded. 

Students 
protecting 
students 
Like funding for SROs, the 
“Students protecting students” 
bill did not make it through 
the legislative process. The bill would have established a smart 
phone app students could use to anonymously alert school 
administrators to ominous or dangerous social media posts or 
threatening comments.

We need more security in K-12 schools now. I will continue to 
support school safety measures in 2019.

Career and Technical Education
Workforce development programs are emerging as viable options 
to the traditional higher education routes for many students. In 
2017, along with other investments, the Legislature recognized 
the importance of Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs 
by reducing vocational class sizes. It is critical policymakers 
continue to work hard to help our students have various pathways 
to success.
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Supporting small 
businesses and jobs 
According to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, our state has more than 
574,000 small businesses. It’s important we 
increase their ability to be productive and 
enable them to reinvest in their businesses so 
they can create more jobs. One way to help is by reducing some 
of their administrative costs. This session, I introduced House 
Bill 2350 which would increase the exemption threshold for 
business and occupation (B&O) tax filing. The bill passed in the 
House, but stalled in the Senate. I’m planning on reintroducing 
this bill again next session.

Helping aging farmers
This year, I introduced legislation that would allow aging farmers 
to remove their land from agricultural land-use status without 
fear of financial penalties. Washington state farmers produce 
food for millions of people around the world. They deserve a 
path to retirement just like other professions. 

House Bill 2349 did not make it to the House floor for a vote 
this year. However, I will continue to work on this legislation and 
introduce the measure again in 2019. 

Other bills I’m reintroducing in 
2019 are aimed at:
✔ Protecting property rights. House Bill 2789 would require 
the majority of residents to approve annexation of their city, 
town or unincorporated area, before it happens. Protecting 
property owners rights now would help our communities as they 
continue to grow. 

✔ Targeting sex trafficking criminals. House Bill 2348 
would prohibit the court from waiving, reducing, or suspending 
certain fees charged to criminals who commit sex trafficking 
crimes involving a minor. 

Working hard for you!
Please remember I work for you throughout 
the year, not just when the Legislature is in 
session. Please call or visit my office if you 

need assistance with state government, or have 
comments or concerns about legislation. 
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